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STAR  
Powering REALTORS® Across Stark, Carroll, and Trumbull Counties… 

Cutting Through the Pause: What REALTORS® Can Do Right Now 

 

If you’ve been feeling the market shift in recent weeks, you’re not alone. Across 

Stark, Trumbull, and Carroll counties, well-priced listings that would have been 

gone in a weekend earlier this year are sitting longer. Showings are slower. Buyer 

urgency feels muted. Many of us are asking the same question: what’s causing 

the pause—and what can we do about it? 

 

Is the Market Waiting on Interest Rates? 

The buzz dominating both mainstream media and industry headlines is the 

potential for an interest rate cut. Speculation that the Federal Reserve could ease 

borrowing costs has buyers hesitating, thinking they’ll save money if they just wait. 

While that narrative has taken hold, it doesn’t tell the full story. 

 

Yes—when rates drop, affordability improves. But when rates drop, competition 

also skyrockets. Buyers who wait may face bidding wars, rising home prices, and 

more limited inventory. In fact, any savings on interest may be offset by higher 

purchase prices in a multiple-offer market. 

 

It’s our job to educate buyers on the reality: waiting could cost them more. 

 

The Opportunity in the Pause 

A “quiet” market creates hidden advantages for those ready to act: 

• Less Competition: Buyers today are often competing with fewer offers, 

giving them stronger negotiating power. 

• More Choices: Homes that linger give buyers options that didn’t exist in 

the frenzy. 

• Seller Willingness: Sellers may be more flexible on price, repairs, or 

concessions during slower activity. 

• Lock & Refinance: Buyers can always lock a home at today’s rate and 

refinance later when rates improve. They can’t go back in time and buy at 

today’s price. 

 

These are the conversations that need to be front and center in our appointments, 

open houses, and follow-ups. 

 

Practical Steps REALTORS® Should Take Now 

Here are actionable strategies every REALTOR® can lean into during this season 

of hesitation: 
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1. Educate Relentlessly 

Don’t assume buyers understand the nuances of rates, 

inventory, and price movement. Create talking points, 

social posts, short videos, or email newsletters that 

explain: 

• Why waiting for rates could backfire. 

• How today’s slower pace benefits buyers. 

• Real examples of clients who negotiated 

successfully in the current market. 

 

2. Position “Now” as the Advantage 

When presenting homes to buyers, highlight the 

negotiating leverage and reduced competition available 

today. Reinforce that they’re buying both the home and 

the moment in the market—not just the interest rate. 

 

3. Partner with Lenders 

Lean on trusted mortgage partners to run side-by-side 

comparisons: 

• Buying now vs. buying later (factoring in 

projected price increases). 

• Current monthly payments vs. potential 

refinances. 

These visuals often make the financial advantage 

of buying today much clearer. 

 

4. Reframe Seller Conversations 

For sellers nervous about reduced traffic, remind them: 

well-priced homes are still selling. Encourage them to 

stay competitive by preparing their home fully—staging, 

photography, and pricing that reflects today’s market 

reality, not last year’s frenzy. 

 

5. Double Down on Prospecting 

Slower markets expose the professionals who stay 

consistent. Make calls, knock doors, host events, and lean 

into your farm areas. The agents who show up in quiet 

seasons are the ones clients remember when activity 

surges. 

 

President’s Message…continued 2025 | September 

6. Create Urgency Through Storytelling 

Facts are powerful, but stories move people. Share 

testimonials of buyers who are glad they acted now, or 

sellers who benefited from negotiating while inventory 

was stable. Real-world examples beat speculation every 

time. 

 

Looking Ahead 

Whether rates drop next month or next quarter, we know 

one thing for sure: markets move in cycles. What feels like 

a pause today will feel like a flood tomorrow. Our role is to 

help clients see past headlines, focus on their personal 

goals, and move forward confidently. 

The REALTORS® who thrive in moments like this are the 

ones who: 

• Stay calm and informed. 

• Deliver education and clarity. 

• Keep consistent with activity, even when the 

phones feel quieter. 

 

Remember: buyers and sellers are always watching how 

we show up. When you provide stability and perspective 

during uncertain times, you earn loyalty that lasts long after 

this rate debate is old news. 

 

Final Thought: 

Today’s pause is tomorrow’s opportunity. Let’s lead with 

confidence, bring clarity to our clients, and keep moving 

the market forward—one relationship, one conversation, 

and one transaction at a time. 

 

With gratitude, 

 

Amy McConnell 

2025 President 

Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS® 
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Classes & Events 

 SEPTEMBER 

SEPT 8 Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier 

SEPT 9 REGISTER NOW 

Stark Shaker at MBar | 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm 

5260 Dressler Rd Canton, OH 44718 

SEPT 10 Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove 

SEPT 11 REGISTER NOW 

MLS NOW CE Course | Realist: Using Tax Data 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

SEPT 12 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess /Maggie McAbier 

SEPT 26 REGISTER NOW 

Chili Cook Off | 11:30 pm – 1:00 pm 

The Barrel Room | 7901 Cleveland Ave NW North Canton, OH 44720 

OCTOBER 

OCT 1 Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove 

OCT 6 Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier 

OCT 8 REGISTER NOW 

R-Day- Superheroes VS Villains 

La Pizzeria | Dressler Rd NW, Canton, OH 44718 

OCT 10 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier 

OCT 13 OFFICES CLOSED | Columbus Day 

OC 16 REGISTER NOW 

MLS NOW CE Course | My Matrix and More 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

OCT 22` REGISTRATION COMING SOON 

RPAC Family Feud 

Haymaker’s Mill |7192 Wales Ave NW, North Canton, OH 44720 

OCT 23 ZOOM Continuing Education Class | 3-Hour CIVIL RIGHTS REGISTER NOW 

OCT 28 REGISTER NOW 

Stark Shaker at MBar | 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm 

5260 Dressler Rd Canton, OH 44718 

NOVEMBER 

NOV 3 Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove 

NOV 5 Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier 

NOV 7 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier 

NOV 20 REGISTER NOW 

New Member Orientation 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

Nov 27-28 OFFICES CLOSED | Thanksgiving 
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A Note from the CEO 

 

Collene Burgess 

Chief Executive Officer 

cburgess@star.realtor 

office: (330) 494-5630 

 

As we head into the fall season, I 

want to take a moment to share 

some exciting updates and important 

reminders about what’s happening 

here at STAR. Our association is 

constantly evolving, and these 

changes are designed to create more 

opportunities for our members while 

ensuring STAR remains a strong, 

professional resource for our 

community. 

Board of Directors Voting – Your 

Voice Matters 

One of the most important ways you 

can shape the future of our 

association is by casting your vote in 

the upcoming Board of Directors 

election. Voting will take place 

September 28–30 via email, so 

please be on the lookout for your 

ballot. 

With over 1,400 members, it’s 

concerning that fewer than 400 

members typically vote in these 

elections. That means less than one-

third of our membership is deciding 

who will serve as leaders for all of us. 

Your voice truly matters in this 

process, and I strongly encourage 

you to participate. By voting, you are 

helping to ensure that STAR is 

represented by individuals who share 

your vision, values, and dedication to 

the real estate industry. 

Room Rental Updates 

As many of you know, we have been 

working hard on updating and 

decorating our office space. Once 

the final touches are complete, we 

will be releasing a promotional video 

CEO Update: Change, Growth, and Your Voice in STAR’s Future 

along with detailed information on 

how you can rent our meeting rooms. 

Our main meeting space can hold up 

to 70 people in a classroom-style 

setting, making it perfect for trainings, 

CE sessions, or large meetings. These 

spaces are designed to support your 

business needs, whether you’re 

hosting a client event, small group 

session, or committee meeting. Stay 

tuned—more information will be out 

shortly. 

The Green Room is Open 

In addition, I’m happy to share that our 

Green Room is officially available for 

use! This space is ideal for video 

recordings, virtual meetings, or 

content creation to help you stand out 

in today’s competitive market. The 

Green Room is open Monday through 

Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. To 

reserve your time, simply call the STAR 

office and schedule in advance. 

Moving Forward Together 

As we continue to update our 

association—through improved 

facilities, streamlined processes, and 

stronger leadership—our goal is 

simple: to serve you better. 

STAR belongs to all of us, and it 

is through your involvement 

that we remain strong. Whether 

it’s through voting in elections, 

attending events, or using our 

resources, your engagement 

makes a difference. 

Thank you for being part of 

STAR and for your continued 

commitment to our profession. 

Let’s work together to keep 

STAR moving forward with 

energy, innovation, and 

purpose. 

 

mailto:cburgess@star.realtor
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mailto:GAD@STAR.Realtor 
Office: (330) 494-5630 

Rich Cosgrove 

Government Affairs Director 

Contact for: Legislative Affairs, RPAC 

Our annual REALTOR Feud is coming up and registration will be open shortly. This is a great opportunity for 

you and your fellow REALTORS to connect and have a night of fun. The event will be held this year at Haymaker's 

Mill just North of Portage St on Wales Rd in Jackson Township. There are 5 people on a team and for your hosts, 

we have guest appearances by some of your favorite REALTORS. This is a don't miss event and counts as an 

investment toward RPAC. 

 

The STAR Legislative committee has been hard at work holding local candidate interviews for Township 

Trustees, Mayors, etc. Candidate interviews is a great way for STAR to support our local communities and 

communities.  

September 2025 GAD Report 

  

 

mailto:GAD@STAR.Realtor
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  Monthly Market STATS 
July 2025 

CLICK HERE to check out our Blog for 

shareable assets and watch social media 

for Auguust STATS soon! 

 

https://www.star.realtor/blog/
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Membership Report | August 2025 

Office Transfers 

Julie Hawkins, Coldwell Banker Schmidt 

John Griffith, KW Legacy Group 

Alexia Potts, KW Legacy Group 

Justin Carroll, KW Legacy Group 

Luke Clay, KW Legacy Group 

Pamela Haggerty, Century 21 Lakeside 
 

Candice Likely, Administrative Assistant 

Contact for: Membership & Dues Inquiries,  Membership@STAR.Realtor 

FOREWARN, Supra  

 

New Salespersons 

Maria Gray, BHHS Stouffer Realty 

Brandy Stuttler, KW Chervenic Realty 

Jessica Love, Howard Hanna 

Jeffrey Swihart, Carol Goff & Associates 

Samuel Houk, Re/Max Infinity 

Adam Johnson, Plum Tree Realty 

Coby Meek, EXP Realty 

Jessica Conrad, Edge Realty 

Marcus Williams, Coldwell Banker Schmidt  

Zachary Laird, KW Legacy Group 

Alexandra Lacourt, KW Legacy Group 

Brennon Wilson, Re/Max Edge Realty 

Georgia Adams, Kiko 

New Secondary Members 

Christopher Russell, Plum Tree Realty 

Douglas Annis, EXP Realty 

Sherry Orlando, RE/MAX ONE 

New Secondary Office 

Plum Tree Realty 

      Christopher Russell 

 

 

Office Transfers Cont. 

Peter Leckonby, KW Legacy Group 

Edward VanCise, KW Legacy Group 

Amanda Mercier, RE/MAX Edge 

Dropped Members 

Michael Eckman 
Grace Bumma 
William Depiore 
Nicolette Ranalli 
Sereeda Clark 
Brittany Oliveira 
Zachary Dimmerling 
Michelle Butler 
Taraline Coughlin 
Megan Benison-Mitchell 
Mason Morrison 
Kelly Hershberger 
Heather Lash 
Beth Ellen Oplinger 
Trevor Hill 
Galen Oakes 
Cody Sias 
David Chervenic 
Lorie Miller 
Kristie Briggs 
Benjamin Roseburg 
Brianna Spatafore 
Jennifer Bruce 

mailto:Membership@STAR.Realtor
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homeowners only. Local permit fees 

may be required. Satisfactory credit 

history required. Certain restrictions 

may apply. Offer valid for new ADT 

Authorized Provider customers only 

and not on purchases from ADT LLC. 

Other rate plans available. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer. For 

questions about the offer, please 

contact nar@safestreets.com.  

 

About the National Association of 

Realtors® 

 

As America's largest trade association, 

the National Association of Realtors® is 

involved in all aspects of residential and 

commercial real estate. The term 

Realtor® is a registered collective 

membership mark that identifies a real 

estate professional who is a member of 

the National Association of Realtors® 

and subscribes to its strict Code of 

Ethics. For free consumer guides about 

navigating the homebuying and selling 

transaction processes – from written 

buyer agreements to negotiating 

compensation – visit facts.realtor. 

NAR REALTOR Benefits® Welcomes ADT Provider SafeStreets as 

Newest Partner 
Published August 14, 2025 | NAR Newsroom 
 

CHICAGO (August 14, 2025) – The National Association of REALTORS® 

announced that SafeStreets, ADT's leading home security and 

automation provider, has joined NAR REALTOR Benefits® as a new 

partner. With over 30 years in the home security industry, SafeStreets 

delivers one of the highest-rated smart security services to homes across 

the country. 

 

Through this partnership, NAR members and their clients can access an 

exclusive offer that includes a full security system (a $1,200 value*), a 

choice of two HD cameras, and extra discounted costs on professional 

monitoring and installation. 

 

“Agents who are REALTORS® are often trusted beyond the transaction, 

serving as a go-to resource for clients well after closing,” said Rhonny 

Barragan, NAR vice president of strategic alliances. “SafeStreets’ home 

security solutions give our members the ability to offer real value, 

whether for their clients or their own families, by pairing trusted 

technology with peace of mind.” 

 

To claim this benefit, NAR members can call 1-844-574-SAFE or 

visit www.getsafestreets.com/nar. 

 

After claiming the offer, a SafeStreets Security Pro® will work with you or 

your client to customize a home security system and schedule an 

installation. On appointment day, the SafeStreets Security Pro® will walk 

through the full installation for optimal security and provide training on 

the system’s features. The session concludes with activation of 24/7 ADT 

monitoring and answers to any final questions. 

 

This partnership adds to a growing lineup of exclusive offerings available 

through NAR REALTOR Benefits®, all designed to help NAR members 

succeed in a rapidly evolving industry. 

 

Terms & Conditions 

*$99.00 Customer Installation Charge. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement 

required starting at $36.99 per month ($1,331.64). 24-Month Monitoring 

Agreement required at $36.99 per month ($887.76) for California. Early 

termination fee applies. Form of payment must be by credit card or 

electronic charge to your checking or savings account. Offer applies to 

mailto:nar@safestreets.com
https://www.nar.realtor/the-facts/nar-settlement-faqs
https://www.nar.realtor/newsroom/nar-realtor-benefits-welcomes-adt-provider-safestreets-as-newest-partner
https://www.nar.realtor/newsroom/nar-realtor-benefits-welcomes-adt-provider-safestreets-as-newest-partner
https://www.nar.realtor/realtor-benefits-program/home-lifestyle/safestreets-home-security
https://www.getsafestreets.com/nar
https://www.nar.realtor/realtor-benefits-program
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GOLD Level 
Huntington Bank 

 SILVER Level 
ALCOVA Mortgage 

American Title Associates Agency 
CF Bank 

First Federal Community Bank 

BRONZE Level 
Barry Sigler Inspections 

Pumphrey-Hammel Insurance 
Rural 1st 

PLATINUM Level 
 
 


