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President’s Message

A Message from Your 2026 STAR President - Emily Levitt

Spring is here, and things are heating up in both real estate and at STAR!
Listings are on the rise, and we're continuing to see steady price growth
across the market. As we head into the busy summer season, momentum
is building quickly—and as your President, I'm here to ensure you have
the information and resources you need to succeed during this fast-
paced time.

2026 |

A quick reminder from STAR: it's time to pay your STAR Local dues.
These dues are part of the Three-Way Agreement with NAR, which
connects our local, state, and national associations into a strong, unified
network that delivers value at every level. Your local dues provide access
to educational programming, networking opportunities, and so much
more—tools designed to support your business and professional growth.

Our Growth & Connection Committee also invites you to join us for our
Bed & Breakfast event in Trumbull County on June 10th! This fun and
friendly “Battle of the Brokers” challenges brokerages to see who can
donate the most beds—so gather your team and join the competition.
Not part of a brokerage group? You can still get involved! We’ll need
plenty of volunteers to help build the beds, making it a great opportunity
for everyone to give back. Be sure to sign up here and take part in this
meaningful cause. If you're interested in more events like this—or have
ideas of your own—we encourage you to join STAR’s Growth &
Connection Committee and help shape future community initiatives
while supporting STAR’s educational offerings.

At STAR, our mission is to support you at every stage of your career
through education, connection, and advocacy. We encourage you to
take advantage of upcoming opportunities, get involved with a
committee, and make the most of your membership. Together, we are
stronger, more connected, and better equipped to serve both our clients
and our community.
Warm regards,
Emily Levitt
2026 STAR President
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Classes & Events

MAY
MAY 6
MAY 6

MAY 8

MAY 11
MAY 21

MAY 25

JUNE
JUN 9

JUN 10

JUN 12
JUN 18

JUN 19
JUN 30

JULY
JUL3
JUL 10
JUL 11

JUL 16

Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove

REGISTER NOW
RPAC AUCTION | 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Glenmoor Country Club | 4191 Glenmoor Rd NW, Canton, OH 44718

REGISTER NOW
Morning Mixer | 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Union Park Coffee | 4700 Everhard Rd NW Canton, OH 44718

Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier
REGISTER NOW

MLS NOW CE | Listing Input 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720

STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Memorial Day

REGISTER NOW
ZOOM 2 HR Lead Generation CE 10:00 am - 12:15 pm

REGISTER NOW
SHP Bed and Breakfast | 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720

Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier

REGISTER NOW
MLS NOW CE | CMA 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720

STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Juneteenth

REGISTER NOW
ETHICS CE | 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720

STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Fourth of July

Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier

REGISTER NOW
Sophie Bowl | 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
HOF Sports Complex | 2121 George Halas Dr NW, Canton, OH 44708

REGISTER NOW
MLS NOW CE | My Matrix & More 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720

May 2026 | PAGE 2


mailto:gad@star.realtor
https://lead2026.givesmart.com/
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/kgFz7lMfzCVC1
mailto:maggie@star.realtor
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/G9F5WVWtNCxCK
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/12FAbNaTgCVCB
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/BDFNQBqHaCKC0
mailto:cburgess@star.realtor
mailto:maggie@star.realtor
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/07F1A0MfxCwCR
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/jKFbwGlCZCkCE
mailto:cburgess@star.realtor
mailto:maggie@star.realtor
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/KVFyoyGsnCBCW
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/07F1A0MfxCwCR



mailto:cburgess@star.realtor




May 2026 | PAGE 5












CONNECT - SERVE - GROW
Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®
Growth & Outreach Committee

(LUNCH TOO!)

VOLUNTEER, DONATE, and SHINE
with STAR as we Raise Funds to
Sponsor and Build Beds for Kids!

+ SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE

TRUMBULL COUNTY
2525 Larchmont Ave
Warren Ohio 44483

288 ®
worwimrcs. WEDNESDAY

June 10, 2026 from 10am - 1pm

¥ BROKER BATTLE!

Collect the Largest Donation
Donate and Recruit others in your Brokerage
to sponsor the most beds at $100 each.
June 1, 2026 Deadline for Donations.

il
T\ DONATE YOUR TIME!
We need LOTS of VOLUNTEERS
Sign Up to Build Beds! Breakfast, Lunch, and Drinks

A F FI L I AT E s will be provided. June 3, 2026 Deadline for Volunteers!
Your Partners in Business S|Gn UP TGP AY! . = ..

Food and Drinks Sign up on our Website to

are provided by .
your STAR Affiliates! Sponsor or Volunteer!

QUESTIONS? Reach Out 330.494.5630
or communications@STAR.Realtor WWW-STAR.Rea’tor
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7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite
North Canton, OH 44720

FREE

FOR STAR MEMBERS
$20 for Non-STAR Members

Credit: This course is certified for 3 hours of State
Required ETHICS credit for Ohio Licencees.

Per ODRE requirements, attendees
must be present 90% of the program.

Instructor: JAMIE HAREN

Registration Deadline: Monday, June 29, 2026

STAR NO-SHOW POLICY: You will be charged a $20
No-Show Fee if you do not cancel your reservation 24 hours
prior to the event.

QUESTIONS? Contact Maggie McAbier z AST ARK TRUMBULL

Communications@STAR.Realtor | 330.494.5630 . __AREA REALTORS"

SIGN UP TODAY! www.STAR.Realtor

CONTINUING ED
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In Your Shoes

ﬂif’«%%u Capo

Memorial Foundation
CONNECT - SCRVE - GROW
Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS® 4 4 4 /
Growth & Outreach Committee W P

Join the STAR Growth & Connection
Committee in support of the Sophia Capo
Memorial Foundation. Be sure to Register in
Advance with Vitalant so they can plan ahead!
Details on the STAR Website

Saturday, July 11, 2026
from 9 am - 3 pm

during the Sophie Bowl Flag Football Tournament

Hall of Fame Village

Sports Complex
LV SantanoBEhdd

‘ : y N Ry ‘!. Ly ,
QUESTIONS? Contact Maggie McAbier via email Py
or phone maggie@STAR.Realtor | 330-494-5630 ) .S TAR = R ea ’ tor
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S5 | SAFER SHOWINGS,
orewarn | SMARTER ENGAGEMENTS

Combat Fraud, Mitigate Risk, and Stay Safe with FOREWARN - your FREE Member Benefit!

VERIFY CALLER IDENTITY CHECK HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS ASSESS YOUR RISK

IDENTITY VERIFICATION

Verify the identity of anyone that is part
of the real estate transaction and address
potential risks.

- -

(561) 5651212

Search by phone, name,
or address

(verily prepect and lousshold menbers)

o Instantly search
for criminal history
(erimng rocords)

KNOW YOUR CUSTOMER

Instant knowledge allows you to better
understand your customers and serve
them more effectively.

Verify financial risks

(bankripteies, ens, judgments, and foreciasures)

@ Verify current assets
- (properbies and vahacles)

GAIN CLIENT CONFIDENCE

By working ta prevent fraud, mitigate risk,

and promote safety, you help protect not only e Know your prospect...
yourself, but your buyers and sellers as well. in seconds

Contact Us Today!

-
www.FOREWARN.com | support@forewarn.com | 855-518-089]7
FOREWARN

3 a4 puint comgn
ue Y
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April 2026 GAD Report

Chestnut Run Energy to build large electric plant in Carroll
County: CARROLLTON - Chestnut Run Energy wants to
build a large natural gas-powered electric plant in Carroll
County. State hearings have been scheduled for the
proposed $2 billion project. The 30-acre facility will be
southeast of Mobile Road NE and Cobbler Road NE on
240 acres of privately owned land in Washington

Township and located a little over a mile northeast of the
existing Carroll County Energy plant. It will produce about
1,300 megawatts of electricity or enough to power up to

900,000 homes, according to Chestnut Run Energy. By
comparison, Carroll County Energy is a 700-megawatt
facility on 77 acres along state Route 9 northeast of
Carrollton

Trumbull County residents sign petition to limit size of
future data centers in Ohio: NILES, Ohio (WKBN) - Local
residents met this morning at Cadence Coffeehouse in
Niles for an effort to limit the size of future data centers in
Ohio. The group behind it is Ohio Residents for
Responsible Development. In Trumbull County, Al data

FAIRWAY®

centers have been proposed in numerous
communities, including Hubbard, Lordstown and
Niles. Those who signed the petition say they’re
concerned about how beneficial the data centers
will be.

NAR protects members in new settlement: Late
Friday, April 10th, the National Association of
REALTORS® announced that it had reached a
settlement agreement in a class-action lawsuit
brought by home buyers. NAR wasn’'t named in
the suit, but the association is delivering on its
commitment to protect members and the
industry from liability claims related to buyer-
agent commissions. The agreement follows the
dismissals of several antitrust case over the last
nine months and helps ensure that NAR members
can confidently go about the business of
unlocking the American dream for future
generations.

ZIJHOME <q

— e M ORTGAGE

THE BEST LOVE
STORIES START AT

HOME

WE'LL HANDLE THE MORTGAGE.

a d
"‘ :‘A‘

mailto:GAD@STAR.Realtor
Office: (330) 494-5630

1‘ Rich Cosgrove

Contact for: Legislative Affairs, RPAC
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CLICK THE IMAGE and fill out the

ca’ ’ i "g a ’ ’ form to be considered for one of

' the available positions on the
L E A D E Rs = STAR Board of Directors!

It's ELECTION TIME at STAR, Contact Collene with Questions
and we want to hear from you! or if you want to know more!
To be considered for a position on the cburgess@STAR.Realtor

STAR Board of Directors, click the link
/ and complete the application form.

<« want to know more?

entadila S Hl e-mail us TODAY!

Collene Burgess, STAR CEO TN \ info@STAR.Realtor

cburgess@STAR.Realtor
fs

or (330) 494-5630

(330) 494-5630

Results for:
561-555-1212

Name: john Doe

1115 Main, Fo EWA N“

:ig;e;:xon, FL33431 R R
: ] Have you
“"’“ g  signed up for
your FREE

Rural Lending Expert - F @ STAR Benefit?
e Land Loans ) P ‘ ' :

® Construction Loans
® Homes on Acreage

330-206-1398
ey

Sponsored by your: AFFILIATES

Your Partners in Business

|
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

with STAR
=~ RPAC Auction & Dinner
WED, May 6, 2026
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Membership Report April 2026

New Salespersons Office Transfers Dropped Members Cont.
Mary Richards, KW Chervenic Realty Marcus Williams, KW Legacy Group Melissa Jarvis
Patricia DeDent, Howard Hanna Austin Smith, KW Legacy Group
Richard Longaberger, Howard Hanna Mykaela Alabakovski, KW Legacy Group
Gerald Ariyasingam, KW Chervenic Charles Thompson, KW Legacy Group
Bonnie Scarpino, Icon Real Estate Services Jamie Haney, KW Legacy Group
Matthew Gardner, Great Move Realty Kara Kirkbride, KW Legacy Group
Angel Robles, Kelly Warren & Associates Heather Ford, Howard Hanna
Austin Rovnak, EXP Realty
Lynne McCauley, XRE Realty Transfers from Another Board
Carmesha Hightower, KW Legacy Group Alyssa Evans
Leah Phillips
New Secondary Member Dropped Members
Richard Kloth, Glasshouse Realty Charity Rysak

Kandis Shane
William James Jr.
Rachel Ivers

Dolores McEldowney
Michelle Goodwin

New Secondary Office
Glasshouse Realty, Richard Kloth

Candice Likely, Administrative Assistant

Contact for: Membership & Dues Inquiries, Membership@STAR.Realtor
FOREWARN, Supra
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Baby Boomers Remain Largest Share Cont...
Even as generational patterns differ across the market, buyers and sellers alike CheCK out the

continue to rely heavily on real estate agents.

Eighty-eight percent of all buyers purchased their homes through an agent. I “fo H u b

Buyers continued to show strong confidence in their agents, with 91% saying
they would use their real estate agent again or recommend them to others. This
was especially strong among Older Boomers (90%) and the Silent Generation
(92%).

On the selling side, 91% of sellers worked with an agent, and homes typically
sold for a median 99% of the final list price. Among sellers, Older Millennials
were the most likely to use an agent at 92%. Younger Millennial sellers were
among the strongest performers on price, with 19% selling for 101% to 110% of
list price and 11% selling for more than 110% of list price.

Methodology

NAR mailed a 120-question survey to 173,250 recent home buyers in July 2025
using a random sample weighted to be representative of sales across
geographic areas. Home buyers had to have purchased a primary residence
between July 2024 and June 2025. The survey received 6,103 responses from
primary residence buyers. After accounting for undeliverable questionnaires,
the survey had an adjusted response rate of 3.5%. Data gathered in the report is
based on primary residence home buyers. According to the REALTORS®
Confidence Index, 84% of home buyers purchased as primary residences in
2024, accounting for 4,746,000 homes sold that year (new and existing homes
combined). Using that calculation, the sample at the 95% confidence level has a
confidence interval of +£1.25%.

Access from your
Desktop or the
memberplus APP

What if home financing is easier than you think?

What you get from Crystal
» Tailored support from start to finish
« Dedication to finding the right loan for YOU
» Knowledge of a wide range of products

HOME PURCHASE | HOME REFINANCE
HOME EQUITY

Pay Dues & Fees

Register for Events

CRYSTAL KEEFER

NMLS #220659
LOAN CONSULTANT

(330) 575-1463
CKeefer@loandepot.com

www.loandepot.com/ ckeefer G ET con n ected

4205 Whipple Ave NW Suite H

M Canton, Ohio 44718 '
Scan to get started! ’OanQeRgt I o D AY
Rates, terms, and availability of programs are subject to change without notice. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 174457. Residential Mortgage Lending -

Certificate of Registration No. RM.804269.000. (021126 437074-4873)

Download Forms
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