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STAR  
Powering REALTORS® Across Stark, Carroll, and Trumbull Counties… 

Taking the Fear Out of What’s Next 
Fall has arrived in Stark, Trumbull, and Carroll counties. The leaves are 

changing, pumpkins are appearing on porches, and spooky season is here. 

It’s a time to enjoy a good scare—but the work we do as REALTORS® should 

never feel frightening to the people who count on us. 

 

Buying or selling a home can bring big questions and difficult decisions. 

Our clients need someone who will listen, explain their options clearly, and 

help them move forward with confidence. That trust is earned through the 

care and knowledge we bring to every conversation. 

 

Our industry changes, and continuing education helps us keep pace. When 

we make time to learn about the market, contracts, technology, and the 

needs of our clients, we become better guides. We can answer questions 

more thoughtfully, solve problems more effectively, and uphold the 

standards our profession deserves. 

 

Leadership matters just as much. We elevate real estate when we mentor a 

new agent, share what we’ve learned with a colleague, get involved in our 

Association, or speak up for the people and communities we serve. None of 

us must hold a title to lead. We lead through the example we set every day. 

 

Here in Stark and Trumbull counties, our work reaches well beyond a 

closing table. We live in these communities. We support local businesses 

and organizations, welcome new neighbors, and help people find a place 

where their lives can unfold. That connection to our communities is one of 

our greatest strengths. 

 

As we welcome fall, I encourage each of us to choose one way to grow and 

one way to give back. Take a class. Reach out to a fellow REALTOR®. 

Volunteer locally. Bring a fresh perspective to an Association conversation. 

 

Spooky season is more fun when the scares are make-believe. Through 

education, leadership, and service, we can help our clients feel confident 

about what comes next—and keep raising the standard for our profession. 
 

 

Emily Levitt 

2026 STAR President 
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Classes & Events 

 

 

OCTOBER 

OCT 5 REGISTER NOW 

1-Hour Lending CE | 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

OCT 12 STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Columbus Day 

OCT 14 REGISTER NOW 

RPAC REALTOR Family Feud 

1500 Rogwin Circle SW, North Canton, OH 44720 

OCT 15 REGISTER NOW 

MLS Now | Buyer Basics | 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

OCT 21 REGISTER NOW 

R-Day | Block Party 

La Pizzaria | 3656 Dressler Rd NW, Canton, OH 44718 

OCT 27 REGISTER NOW 

STAR Halloween Shaker | 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

MBAR | 5260 Dressler Rd NW, Canton, OH 44718 

OCT 29 REGISTER NOW 

3 HR Brokers Management CE  | 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

NOVEMBER 

NOV 2 Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier 

NOV 4  Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove 

NOV 11 STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Veterans Day 

NOV 12 REGISTER NOW 

New Member Orientation | 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

NOV 13 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier 

NOV 13 REGISTER NOW 

Morning Mixer | 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

UnionPark Coffee & Cocktails | 4700 Everhard Rd NW Canton, OH 

44718 

NOV 26-27 STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Thanksgiving Break 

DECEMBER 

DEC 2 Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove 

DEC 7 Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier 

DEC 11 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier 

DEC 12 REGISTER NOW 

Breakfast with Santa | 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

MAPS Air Museum | 2260 International Parkway, North Canton, OH 

44720 

DEC 24-25 STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Christmas Holiday 

 

 

https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/VeFzv0dFNCeC9
https://famfeud2026.givesmart.com/
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/07F1A0MfxCwCR
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/wZFN6eeueCxCw
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/J5FDdW2HJCzC3
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/2JFWDVAC3CNCz
mailto:maggie@star.realtor
mailto:gad@star.realtor
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/b3FDMNXCNCRCw
mailto:cburgess@star.realtor
mailto:maggie@star.realtor
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/wZFkE15ceCxCw
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/wZFkE15ceCxCw
mailto:gad@star.realtor
mailto:maggie@star.realtor
mailto:cburgess@star.realtor
mailto:maggie@star.realtor
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/g4FnWA2FzCyCo
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/g4FnWA2FzCyCo
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A Note from the CEO 

 

Collene Burgess 

Chief Executive Officer 

cburgess@Star.Realtor 

office: (330) 494-5630 

Happy October! Fall is always a busy time at STAR, and this year is no 

exception. We have so much happening throughout our Association and, 

more importantly, so many members and leaders to celebrate. 

We recently held our first STAR Golf Outing in more than 15 years, and it was 

a great success! Thank you to our golfers, sponsors, Affiliate Committee, 

volunteers, and everyone who helped bring this event back. It was wonderful 

to see so many of our REALTOR® and Affiliate members together enjoying a 

day of networking, fun, and friendly competition. 

Next up is our Chili Cook-Off on Friday, October 2 at The Barrel Room in 

North Canton. We have 10 teams ready to bring the heat, so come hungry 

and help us choose this year’s winners! 

October continues with RPAC REALTOR® Feud on October 14 and one of 

our most important events of the year—R-Day, our Annual Business Meeting, 

on Wednesday, October 21 at La Pizzaria. We’ll share Association updates, 

enjoy lunch, and celebrate our members and accomplishments. This year, R-

A Message from Your CEO 

Day will also include a very special recognition as we present Bob and Linda DeHoff with a Real Estate 

and Community Impact Award. This special award recognizes the incredible impact Bob and Linda 

have made through their many years in real estate and their commitment to our community. 

We also have several other deserving members to celebrate. Congratulations to our 2026 REALTOR® of 

the Year, Debbie Ferrante of RE/MAX Edge, and our 2026 Affiliate of the Year, Dave Kozma of Pursuit 

Lending. We are also proud to recognize Arden Lingenhoel of Keller Williams Chervenic Realty and 

Dave Maltese of DeHoff REALTORS® as our 2026 Lifetime Achievement Award recipients. These four 

outstanding individuals will officially receive their awards at our Installation & Awards Celebration on 

January 14, 2027. 

Congratulations as well to Eric Henry, our next STAR 1st Vice President! I also want to sincerely thank 

Arbutus D’Urso for stepping forward and running for the position. We are always excited to see 

members willing to get involved and take that next step into leadership. Our Association is stronger 

when members are willing to serve, share their ideas, and help shape our future. 

And we aren’t finished yet! Halloween SHAKERS is October 27, followed by our November Morning 

Mixer, New Member Orientation, and the upcoming relaunch of STAR’s Young Professionals Network. 

There is a lot happening at STAR, and I hope you’ll join us as we celebrate our members, our 

accomplishments, and everything still to come! 

Collene Burgess 

Chief Executive Officer 

Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS® 
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Special Awards 

Congratulations to our 2026 STAR Lifetime Achievement Award recipients, Arden Lingenhoel with Keller 

Williams Chervenic Realty and Dave Maltese with DeHoff REALTORS®! 

Both Arden and Dave have dedicated more than 25 years to real estate and have made a lasting 

contribution to our Association and the profession. 

We look forward to recognizing them at R-Day on October 21 and presenting their awards at Installation 

on January 14, 2027. 

Congratulations, Arden and Dave!  
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mailto:GAD@Star.Realtor 
Office: (330) 494-5630 

Rich Cosgrove 

Government Affairs Director 

Contact for: Legislative Affairs, RPAC 

This has been a busy year for our Legislative and RPAC Committees. The RPAC committee has raised $29,961.00 

and we still have one event coming up. Mark your calendars for the REALTOR Feud event October 14, 2026. 

The legislative committee has been interviewing candidates in both Stark and Trumbull Counties for County 

Auditor and County Commissioner. They have also interviewed candidates for State Representative District 48. 

STAR partnered with YCAR on candidate interviews for Trumbull and Mahoning Counties. The committee chose 

to support the following candidates: 

 

Stark County Auditor - Candidate and incumbent Angela Kinsey 

Trumbull County Auditor - Neither candidate was supported 

 

Stark County Commissioner - Candidate and incumbent Alan Harold 

Trumbull County Commissioner - Candidate and REALTOR Michael Hovis 

 

Ohio Representative for the 48th District  - Candidate Christina Hagan  

 

STAR also sat down with Plain Township Trustee Scott Haws to discuss the Canton City / Plain Township 

annexation and water agreement. The video has been posted to the STAR website and can be found on social 

media. 

October 2026 GAD Report 

 

 

mailto:GAD@STAR.Realtor
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 Monthly Market STATS 
August 2026 

CLICK HERE to check out our Blog for 

shareable assets and watch social media 

for September STATS soon! 

 

https://www.star.realtor/blog/
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Membership Report September 2026 

Candice Likely, Administrative Assistant 

Contact for: Membership & Dues Inquiries,  Membership@Star.Realtor 

FOREWARN, Supra  

 

 

New Salespersons 

Jospeh Boughman, KW Legacy Group 

Drake Fernell, EXP Realty 

Jacob Bartoletta, Hayes Realty 

 

Office Transfers 

Derick Watson, C21 Lakeside Realty 

Melissa Smith, Real of Ohio 

Madelyn Peterson, Selling Ohio 

Stephanie Weston, Howard Hanna 

Transfers from Another Board  

Antonio D’Abrosca 

Kelsey Schaefer 

Brittney Nicholson 

Sarra Mohn 

 

 

Dropped Members  

Alisha Johnson 

Austin Haig 

Carrie Miller 

Nicholas Upp 

Lily Hess 

 

Meet Our Multilingual Members 
Antonio Valdez – Spanish 
Christina Murphy – ASL 
Sandy Rains - Greek 

Contact STAR for More Information 

mailto:Membership@STAR.Realtor
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There’s No Single “Data Center Effect” on Housing Markets, NAR 

Report Finds  
Published September 9, 2026| NAR Newsroom 
 
 WASHINGTON (September 8, 2026) – Data centers’ impact on real estate is dramatically different depending on 

the local market, according to the 2026 Data Center Impact Report from the National Association of REALTORS®. 

The report combines a national, state and county-level data analysis with a survey of agents who are REALTORS® 

working in these markets to paint a fuller picture of what data center growth means for housing, jobs and utility 

costs. 

 

Data centers are highly concentrated in a small number of markets. While they are found across much of the country, 

92% of the U.S. counties have no mapped data centers, and only 1% have 10 or more. Some of the largest clusters 

are in Northern Virginia, where Loudoun and Prince William counties alone account for about 19% of all mapped 

data centers nationwide. Other major clusters include Silicon Valley (5%), central Ohio, including Franklin and 

Licking counties (5%), the Phoenix area (4%) and central Washington (4%). 

 

Counties with more data centers generally have higher home values, higher incomes and stronger long-term job 

growth than counties without them. The median home value in counties without data centers is $174,500. In 

counties with 10 or more data centers, the median home value is $431,750. Home values in those high-

concentration counties grew 95% over the past decade, compared with 64% in counties without data centers. 

Importantly, the report cautions that correlation is not causation. In counties with a high concentration of data 

centers, the higher median home price and stronger price growth are not necessarily driven by the presence of data 

centers. These counties were already high-income, highly educated technology hubs before the recent surge in 

new facilities. 

 

“There is no single data center effect. Instead, the story varies significantly depending on the local market,” said NAR 

Chief Economist Lawrence Yun. “The number of data centers alone does not tell us what will happen to home values, 

jobs or utility costs.” 

 

The REALTOR® survey in the report also finds that there is not one singular data center effect on the housing market. 

Thirty-eight percent of respondents reported a data center already in place or in development in their market. 

Perceptions of the residential impact were mixed, with 25% seeing a positive effect on nearby home values and 22% 

a negative one. The commercial picture was more clearly positive, with 50% reporting increased nearby commercial 

property values, and 42% reporting increased demand for nearby commercial space, particularly industrial 

properties and land. At the same time, REALTORS® pointed to real client concerns, led by energy costs (61%) and 

properties and land. At the same time, REALTORS® pointed to real client concerns, led by energy costs (61%) and 

water use (56%). 

 

“We do not see evidence of weaker housing markets in counties with a large data center presence,” Yun added. 

“But these are county-level numbers, and they can’t tell us what happens to an individual home next to a facility. 

That’s why local knowledge and credible data matter so much right now.” 

 

NAR does not currently have an official policy position on data centers. This research is intended to help NAR better 

understand their potential impacts on housing, commercial real estate, local economies, and communities as the 

issue continues to evolve. 

 

More Findings from the Report 

• The 10 counties with the most data centers hold about 42% of all facilities nationwide, with Loudoun County 

alone accounting for 14% of all data centers. 

 

“We do not see evidence of weaker housing markets in counties with a large data center presence,” Yun added. 

https://www.nar.realtor/newsroom/theres-no-single-data-center-effect-on-housing-markets-nar-report-finds
https://www.nar.realtor/newsroom/theres-no-single-data-center-effect-on-housing-markets-nar-report-finds
https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/research-reports/data-center-impact-report
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There’s No Single “Data Center Effect” on Housing Markets Cont… 

 

• Median household income is about $89,000 in counties with 10 or more data centers, versus $64,000 in 

counties without. 

• About 41% of adults in counties with 10 or more data centers hold a bachelor's degree or higher, compared 

with 22% elsewhere. 

• Employment grew about 16% from 2014 to 2024 in counties with 10 or more data centers, versus 2% in 

counties without. 

• Residential electricity rates rose 21.4% from 2020 to 2024 in counties with 10 or more data centers, compared 

with 15.7% in counties without. 

• Real estate firms make up about 6.4% of businesses in counties with 10 or more data centers, versus 4.9% in 

counties with none. 

 

About the National Association of REALTORS® 

The National Association of REALTORS® is involved in all aspects of residential and commercial real estate. The term 

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark that identifies a real estate professional who is a member of 

the National Association of REALTORS® and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics. For free consumer guides about 

navigating the homebuying and selling transaction processes—from written buyer agreements to negotiating 

compensation—visit facts.realtor. 

 

https://www.nar.realtor/about-nar/governing-documents/code-of-ethics
https://www.nar.realtor/the-facts
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GOLD Level 
American Pacific Mortgage 

First Federal Community Bank 
Huntington Bank 

MCTV 

SILVER Level 
Rural 1st 

Pumphrey-Hamel Insurance Group 
Loan Depot 

BRONZE Level 
Barry Sigler Inspections 

Daisy Lane Property Management Powered By KW Legacy 
Northeastern Ohio Appr. Serv. 

Pillar To Post 
 

PLATINUM Level 
 
 


