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STAR  
Powering REALTORS® Across Stark, Carroll, and Trumbull Counties… 

Homeownership, Freedom, and the American Dream: Celebrating 250 Years of 

Independence 

As we gather with family and friends this Fourth of July, we celebrate more than 
fireworks, parades, and backyard barbecues. This year carries special significance as 
our nation approaches the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence in 2026—a milestone that invites us to reflect on the values that have 
shaped America for nearly two and a half centuries. 
 
Among those values, few are more deeply woven into the fabric of our country than 
the dream of homeownership. Since our nation's founding, owning a home has 
symbolized opportunity, stability, and independence. It represents the ability to put 
down roots, build a future, and create lasting memories. For generations of 
Americans, homeownership has been one of the most effective pathways to 
building wealth and achieving financial security. 
 
As REALTORS®, we have the privilege of helping individuals and families realize that 
dream every day. Whether it's a first-time homebuyer receiving the keys to their very 
first home, a growing family searching for more space, or a retiree finding the 
perfect place for their next chapter, we witness firsthand the life-changing impact of 
homeownership. 
 
The real estate industry has experienced significant changes over the past several 
years. Market conditions, technology, consumer expectations, and industry 
practices continue to evolve. Yet through all the change, one thing remains 
constant: people still want a place to call home. 
 
Here in Stark County, we are fortunate to be part of communities that offer strong 
neighborhoods, excellent schools, thriving businesses, and a quality of life that 
attracts people from across the region. Homeownership strengthens these 
communities by encouraging civic engagement, fostering neighborhood pride, and 
creating connections between neighbors. 
 
As we celebrate Independence Day and prepare to commemorate America's 250th 
birthday, it is worth remembering that the principles of freedom, opportunity, and 
personal achievement are closely tied to the ability to own property and invest in 
one's future. Homeownership remains one of the most tangible expressions of the 
American Dream. 
 
This Fourth of July, let us celebrate not only our nation's history but also the role that 
homeownership continues to play in building stronger families, stronger 
communities, and a stronger America. 
 
On behalf of Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®, I wish you and your family a safe, 
happy, and meaningful Independence Day as we honor our past and look forward 
to the future. 

Warm regards, 

Emily Levitt 

2026 STAR President 
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Classes & Events 

 

 

JULY 

JUL 3 STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Independence Day Observed 

JUL 10 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier 

JUL 11 REGISTER NOW 

Sophie Bowl | 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

HOF Sports Complex | 2121 George Halas Dr NW, Canton, OH 44708 

JUL 16 REGISTER NOW 

MLS NOW CE | My Matrix & More 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

AUGUST 

AUG 3 Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier 

AUG 5 Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove 

AUG 14 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier 

AUG 20 REGISTER NOW 

MLS NOW CE | Realist: Using Tax Data 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

AUG 23 REGISTER NOW 

HOF Half Marathon Water Stop | 6:30 am – 10:00 am 

2121 George Halas Dr NW, Canton, OH 44708 

AUG 26 REGISTER NOW 

Civil Rights CE | 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

SEPTEMBER 

SEP 2  Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove 

SEP 7 STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Labor Day 

SEP 11 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier 

SEP 21 Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier 

SEP 24 REGISTER NOW 

New Member Orientation | 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm 

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720 

SEP 25 REGISTER NOW 

Golf Outing | 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Sleepy Hollow Golf Course | 374 Homeworth Rd, Alliance, OH 44601 

 

 

 

mailto:cburgess@star.realtor
mailto:maggie@star.realtor
https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/KVFyoyGsnCBCW
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https://members.star.realtor/ap/Events/Register/OOFNRG9taCqCD
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A Note from the CEO 

 

Collene Burgess 

Chief Executive Officer 

cburgess@Star.Realtor 

office: (330) 494-5630 

As we move into the second half of 2026, I want to take a moment to thank each of 

you for being a valued member of Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®. Summer is 

often a slower season for meetings and events, but behind the scenes, your 

Association continues working every day to provide the services, advocacy, 

education, and resources you depend on. 

This year has already been filled with exciting progress. We've expanded 

educational opportunities, hosted networking events across both Stark and 

Trumbull Counties, strengthened our committee involvement, and continued 

investing in technology and safety resources that benefit your business. We have 

also made significant improvements to our office, including our new keyless entry 

system and updated facilities to better serve our members and the community. 

One area we continue to focus on is ensuring your dues dollars are working for you. 

Whether it's providing free continuing education classes, networking opportunities, 

advocacy at the local and state levels, member safety tools like FOREWARN, or 

community service projects such as our Bed & Breakfast event with Sleep in 

Your Membership at Work 

 

Heavenly Peace, every decision we make is centered around delivering value to your membership. 

If you haven't attended an event or class recently, I encourage you to do so. Some of the best business 

relationships begin with a simple conversation at a committee meeting, Morning Mixer, SHAKERS, or educational 

program. Getting involved is one of the easiest ways to maximize your investment in STAR. 

A quick reminder that Local REALTOR® dues were due on June 30. If you still have an outstanding balance, 

please submit your payment as soon as possible to avoid interruption of your membership benefits. 

Looking ahead, we are excited about several initiatives, including the continued review of our Policy Manual, 

planning for future member events, and the return of our Young Professionals Network (YPN). Our goal is to 

continue building an Association that supports every member, regardless of where you are in your real estate 

career. 

Thank you for your continued support, your professionalism, and your commitment to serving your clients and 

our communities. We appreciate the opportunity to serve you and look forward to an exciting second half of 

2026. 

Collene Burgess 

Chief Executive Officer 

Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS® 

 

  

 Obituary | Martha J. "Marty" Galentine  Please refer to the attached obituary 
STAR is deeply saddened by the passing of Martha J. “Marty” Galentine. Martha served as 
President of the Stark County Association of REALTORS® in 2009 and the President of the 
Women’s Council of REALTORS® in 1995. She was honored as REALTOR® of the Year in 
2012 for her dedication to the profession. 

Marty’s kindness, leadership, and friendship will be deeply missed. Our thoughts are with her 
family and loved ones. 

mailto:cburgess@star.realtor
https://www.paqueletfalk.com/obituaries/Martha-J-Galentine?obId=48611506
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mailto:GAD@Star.Realtor 
Office: (330) 494-5630 

Rich Cosgrove 

Government Affairs Director 

Contact for: Legislative Affairs, RPAC 

DeWine signs $3.7B two-year capital budget for statewide 

projects: Ohio is set to see billions of dollars in new 

construction and improvement projects after Gov. Mike 

DeWine signed the state’s new two-year capital budget. The 

plan totals $3.7 billion in investments across Ohio. It funds 

upgrades to college campuses, state parks, behavioral health 

hospitals, correctional facilities and housing for people with 

developmental disabilities. The budget also includes money 

for local parks, trails, county fairgrounds, museums and 

historic sites. 

 

Budget correction bill includes one-time property tax credit 

for some elderly, disabled Ohioans: Hundreds of thousands 

of elderly and disabled homeowners in Ohio who receive the 

homestead tax exemption will get a credit on their January 

property tax bills, under a bill that passed before lawmakers 

left for summer break. It was approved overwhelmingly, but 

even some of those who voted for it raised concerns about 

the kind of property tax relief it provides. House Bill 479 

started as a measure to allow remote supervision of 

radiologists. Lawmakers added the distribution of $1.5 billion 

in surplus tax revenue, through funds to cover the state's 

July 2026 GAD Report 

 share of $875 million in a settlement involving 

nursing homes, an expanded sales tax holiday and 

to 710,000 homeowners getting the homestead tax 

exemption. 

 

Stark County grants final approval for Perry Twp. 

data center tax break: Stark County commissioners 

approved a property tax break for a major data 

center being built along Faircrest Street SW in Perry 

Township. Getting the county's approval was the 

final step in granting the Community Reinvestment 

Area tax deal. Commissioners Richard Regula and 

Bill Smith voted in support of the deal. "It's going to 

bring a tremendous amount of revenue," Regula 

said after the June 10 meeting. "It's really going to 

benefit the local community and our local sales tax, 

and it's going to put a lot of people to work." 

Commissioner Alan Harold abstained from voting. 

Harold said it was appropriate for him to abstain 

because of legal and ethical conflicts. He declined 

to elaborate. 

 

mailto:GAD@STAR.Realtor
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Special Awards! 
 

 

Each year, STAR accepts 

nominations for several Special 

Awards. If you or someone you 

know is deserving of one of these 

Prestigious Special Awards, just 

click the images (or the links 

below) to fill out our SIMPLE 

Online Form!  

 

CLICK HERE to fill out the online 

form for our:  

• REALTOR of the Year  

• Affiliate of the Year  

 

CLICK HERE to fill out the online 

form for our:  

• Lifetime Achievement Award      

 

Contact Collene with questions or 

if you want to learn more!  

cburgess@Star.Realtor or  

(330) 494-5630 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSdz1fQr6WYlClfhLCwgBGI9fS_0y9b5H1RqR63ZXzir4uCQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQzHezlF0v_I1QUQESCfG91NNpL-E1C4PNOBF0TqHLysvTsA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSdz1fQr6WYlClfhLCwgBGI9fS_0y9b5H1RqR63ZXzir4uCQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQzHezlF0v_I1QUQESCfG91NNpL-E1C4PNOBF0TqHLysvTsA/viewform
mailto:cburgess@STAR.Realtor
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CLICK THE IMAGE and fill out the 

form to be considered for one of 

the available positions on the 

STAR Board of Directors!  

Contact Collene with questions 

or if you would like to learn more! 

cburgess@Star.Realtor 

or (330) 494-5630 

 

https://www.star.realtor/assets/pdf/Fillable+-+2027+STAR+Board+of+Directors+Candidate+Application/
mailto:cburgess@STAR.Realtor
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 Monthly Market STATS 
May 2026 

CLICK HERE to check out our Blog for 

shareable assets and watch social media 

for June STATS soon! 

 

https://www.star.realtor/blog/
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Membership Report June 2026 

Candice Likely, Administrative Assistant 

Contact for: Membership & Dues Inquiries,  Membership@Star.Realtor 

FOREWARN, Supra  

 

 

New Salespersons 

Marie Molek, KW Legacy Group 

Briann Yoder, BHHS Professional 

Harold Winnale, BHHS Stouffer 

Sherwood Shoemaker, KW Legacy Group 

Racquel Scott, KW Legacy Group 

Marshayla Mitchell, KW Chevenic-Stow 

Paige Hesse, Key Realty- Fairlawn 

Lillian VonWyl, KW Legacy Group 

Hadyn Bower, Kelly Warren & Associates 

Mary Johnson, Glasshouse Realty 

Zachary Beeman, ERA Real Solutions 

Dillan Rynes, KW Legacy Group 

Chad Tillapaw, Ryder Realty  

Aaron Ball, eXp Realty  

Justus Lee, Re/Max Edge 

Jenevieve Denny, Re/Max Edge 

Jared Detter, KW Legacy Group  

Allison Johnson, Kelly Warren & Associates 

Shaun Benning, Cutler Real Estate 

David Legg, Great Move Realty 

Dominic Leon, KW Legacy Group 

Amy Kunes, KW Chervenic 

  

New Office 

KW Chervenic- Carrollton, Arden Lingenhoel 

KW Chervenic- Kent, Arden Lingenhoel 

Buckeye Professional, Jonathan Dallas 
 

Office Transfers 

Joann Clark, KW Chervenic Realty 

Janice Fleming, KW Chervenic Realty 

Rachel English, KW Chervenic Realty 

John Ehman, KW Chervenic Realty 

Sandra Doppelheuer, KW Chervenic Realty 

Haley Thomas, KW Chervenic Realty 

Mazie Tietze, KW Chervenic Realty 

Austin Rovnak, KW Greater Metropolitan 

Thomas Menches, KW Legacy Group 

Sara Peters, KW Legacy Group 

Kathryn Veal, McDowell Homes 

Adrienne George, McDowell Homes 

Laurie Flanagan, ProHelp Kelly 

Melinda Muzi, Century 21 HomeStar 

Ashley Ewers, KW Chervenic Realty 

Todd English, KW Chervenic Realty 

Kerry Leeman, Re/Max Infinity 

Jessalyn Webb, XRE Realty 

 

 

Office Transfers Cont. 

Madelyn Peterson, XRE Realty 

Julia Collins, XRE Realty 

Alan Frank, McDowell Homes 

Jacob Ketler, Howard Hanna 

Samuel Houk, eXp Realty 

Abbey Jagger, Re/Max Trends 

 

Transfers from Another Board  

Christina Pascarella 

 

Dropped Members  

James Harouff 
Jason Franklin 
Nicholas Casto 
Kristofer Kampmeyer 
Madelyne Flanagan 
Daniel Hughes 
Michael Felton 
Melinda Stewart 
Alexandra Chiarappa 
Germaine Davis 
Tamika Daniels 
 

mailto:Membership@STAR.Realtor
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Lautz walked through a series of buyer 

profiles backed by NAR research data, 

identifying opportunities for REALTORS® to 

recognize and reach potential clients they 

may be overlooking. 

 

“We talk incessantly about first-time 

homebuyers. What about first-time sellers?" 

Lautz said, noting that 17% of younger baby 

boomers who sold this year had never sold 

a property before. 

Lautz also addressed persistent myths 

holding back potential buyers. 

 

“Misinformation is out there,” Lautz said, 

noting that many potential buyers still 

believe they need a 20% down payment. 

“The typical down payment for first-time 

homebuyers was just 10% last year.” 

 

About the National Association of 

REALTORS®  

The National Association of REALTORS® is 

involved in all aspects of residential and 

commercial real estate. The term REALTOR® 

is a registered collective membership mark 

that identifies a real estate professional who 

is a member of the National Association of 

REALTORS® and subscribes to its 

strict Code of Ethics. For free consumer 

guides about navigating the homebuying 

and selling transaction processes—from 

written buyer agreements to negotiating 

compensation—visit facts.realtor. 

 

NAR Chief Economist Lawrence Yun Says Home Sales Expected to 

Improve in Second Half of 2026  
Published June 16, 2026| NAR Newsroom 
 
 WASHINGTON (June 16, 2026) – Home sales are expected to be 

modestly better in the second half of 2026, provided that inventory 

and housing supply continue to expand, National Association of 

REALTORS® Chief Economist Dr. Lawrence Yun said during the 

Residential Economic Issues and Trends Forum at the 2026 

REALTORS® Legislative Meetings. 

 

NAR’s current forecast calls for existing-home sales to rise 4% this 

year, with the median home price also climbing 4%. Mortgage rates 

are projected to average 6.5% in 2026. Yun added that housing 

wealth accumulation will continue in 2026, with the typical 

homeowner gaining approximately $16,000 in wealth this year. 

 

“Homeowners will continue to build wealth, while renters are simply 

spinning their wheels,” Yun said. 

 

Despite headwinds in the housing market, Yun said the U.S. 

economy will avoid a recession in 2026, pointing to strong business 

investment in artificial intelligence and data centers. The 

unemployment rate is expected to remain under 5%, and job gains 

are projected to reach 400,000 this year. 

 

Yun also offered a long-term projection, running multiple scenarios 

to estimate when the national median home price—currently 

$430,000—would reach $1 million. Each scenario pointed to 

roughly the same answer: about 25 years. 

 

To illustrate the power of long-term appreciation, Yun noted that 

the national median home price was just $90,000 in 1990. Even San 

Francisco, considered super expensive at the time, had a median 

price of only $250,000. 

 

Also speaking at the forum, Dr. Jessica Lautz, NAR deputy chief 

economist and vice president of research, focused on who is 

actually buying homes right now despite the challenging market. 

Lautz said the housing market may feel like it’s in gridlock, but that 

is not a universal experience—distinct buyer segments are actively 

purchasing, whether driven by necessity, determination or housing 

equity. 

 

“I’ve been traveling around the nation this year, and I am hearing a 

lot from you that it’s a really wonky market,” Lautz told the audience. 

“You’ll list a home on the market, and sometimes it’ll sit for months. 

And sometimes it’s going to have multiple offers, and they can be 

next door to each other.” 

https://www.nar.realtor/about-nar/governing-documents/code-of-ethics
https://www.nar.realtor/the-facts
https://www.nar.realtor/newsroom/nar-chief-economist-lawrence-yun-says-home-sales-expected-to-improve-in-second-half-of-2026
https://www.nar.realtor/newsroom/nar-chief-economist-lawrence-yun-says-home-sales-expected-to-improve-in-second-half-of-2026
https://legislative.realtor/
https://legislative.realtor/
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GOLD Level 
American Pacific Mortgage 

First Federal Community Bank 
Huntington Bank 

MCTV 

SILVER Level 
Rural 1st 

Pumphrey-Hamel Insurance Group 
Loan Depot 

BRONZE Level 
Barry Sigler Inspections 

Daisy Lane Property Management Powered By KW Legacy 
Northeastern Ohio Appr. Serv. 

Pillar To Post 
 

PLATINUM Level 
 
 


