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President’s Message 2026 |

Homeownership, Freedom, and the American Dream: Celebrating 250 Years of
Independence

As we gather with family and friends this Fourth of July, we celebrate more than
fireworks, parades, and backyard barbecues. This year carries special significance as
our nation approaches the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence in 2026—a milestone that invites us to reflect on the values that have
shaped America for nearly two and a half centuries.

Among those values, few are more deeply woven into the fabric of our country than
the dream of homeownership. Since our nation's founding, owning a home has
symbolized opportunity, stability, and independence. It represents the ability to put
down roots, build a future, and create lasting memories. For generations of
Americans, homeownership has been one of the most effective pathways to
building wealth and achieving financial security.

As REALTORS®, we have the privilege of helping individuals and families realize that
dream every day. Whether it's a first-time homebuyer receiving the keys to their very
first home, a growing family searching for more space, or a retiree finding the
perfect place for their next chapter, we witness firsthand the life-changing impact of
homeownership.

The real estate industry has experienced significant changes over the past several
years. Market conditions, technology, consumer expectations, and industry
practices continue to evolve. Yet through all the change, one thing remains
constant: people still want a place to call home.

Here in Stark County, we are fortunate to be part of communities that offer strong
neighborhoods, excellent schools, thriving businesses, and a quality of life that
attracts people from across the region. Homeownership strengthens these
communities by encouraging civic engagement, fostering neighborhood pride, and
creating connections between neighbors.

As we celebrate Independence Day and prepare to commemorate America's 250th
birthday, it is worth remembering that the principles of freedom, opportunity, and
personal achievement are closely tied to the ability to own property and invest in
one's future. Homeownership remains one of the most tangible expressions of the
American Dream.

This Fourth of July, let us celebrate not only our nation's history but also the role that
homeownership continues to play in building stronger families, stronger
communities, and a stronger America.

On behalf of Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®, | wish you and your family a safe,
happy, and meaningful Independence Day as we honor our past and look forward
to the future.

Warm regards,
Emily Levitt
2026 STAR President
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Classes & Events

JULY
JUL 3 STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Independence Day Observed
JUuL10 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier
JUL 11 REGISTER NOW

Sophie Bowl | 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

HOF Sports Complex | 2121 George Halas Dr NW, Canton, OH 44708
JUL16 REGISTER NOW

MLS NOW CE | My Matrix & More 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720
AUGUST
AUG 3 Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier
AUG 5 Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove
AUG 14 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier
AUG 20 REGISTER NOW

MLS NOW CE | Realist: Using Tax Data 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720
AUG 23 REGISTER NOW

HOF Half Marathon Water Stop | 6:30 am - 10:00 am

2121 George Halas Dr NW, Canton, OH 44708
AUG 26 REGISTER NOW

Civil Rights CE | 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720
SEPTEMBER
SEP 2 Leg. Affairs / RPAC Committee | Staff Liaison: Rich Cosgrove
SEP 7 STAR OFFICES CLOSED | Labor Day
SEP 11 Affiliate Committee | Staff Liaison: Collene Burgess / Maggie McAbier
SEP 21 Growth & Connection Committee | Staff Liaison: Maggie McAbier
SEP 24 REGISTER NOW

New Member Orientation | 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm

7110 Whipple Ave NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720
SEP 25 REGISTER NOW

Golf Outing | 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sleepy Hollow Golf Course | 374 Homeworth Rd, Alliance, OH 44601

Q The CE Shop

Spend your money on
CE that actually makes
you a better agent.

30%

on Exam Prep, Pre-Licensing,
Post-Licensing, Continuing Education,
and Professional Development courses!

INSIGHT30

https://starrealtor.TheCEShop.com

Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS™ has established
an agreement with The CE Shop to promote online
course information to consumers and real estate
licensees. Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS® is not
the developer of these courses and is simpiy
providing a referral. Any guestions regarding
course content or technology should be directed to
The CE Shop.
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Obituary | Martha J. "Marty" Galentine Plcasc refer to the attached obituary

STAR is deeply saddened by the passing of Martha J. "Marty” Galentine. Martha served as
President of the Stark County Association of REALTORS® in 2009 and the President of the
Women's Council of REALTORS® in 1995. She was honored as REALTOR® of the Year in
2012 for her dedication to the profession.

Marty's kindness, leadership, and friendship will be deeply missed. Our thoughts are with her
family and loved ones.

A Note from the CEO
Your Membership at Work

As we move into the second half of 2026, | want to take a moment to thank each of
you for being a valued member of Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®. Summer is
often a slower season for meetings and events, but behind the scenes, your
Association continues working every day to provide the services, advocacy,
education, and resources you depend on.

This year has already been filled with exciting progress. We've expanded
educational opportunities, hosted networking events across both Stark and
Trumbull Counties, strengthened our committee involvement, and continued
investing in technology and safety resources that benefit your business. We have
also made significant improvements to our office, including our new keyless entry

Collene Burgess
Chief Executive Officer

system and updated facilities to better serve our members and the community.

One area we continue to focus on is ensuring your dues dollars are working for you.
cburgess@Star.Realtor

office: (330) 494-5630

Whether it's providing free continuing education classes, networking opportunities,
advocacy at the local and state levels, member safety tools like FOREWARN, or

community service projects such as our Bed & Breakfast event with Sleep in
Heavenly Peace, every decision we make is centered around delivering value to your membership.

If you haven't attended an event or class recently, | encourage you to do so. Some of the best business

relationships begin with a simple conversation at a committee meeting, Morning Mixer, SHAKERS, or educational
program. Getting involved is one of the easiest ways to maximize your investment in STAR.

A quick reminder that Local REALTOR® dues were due on June 30. If you still have an outstanding balance,
please submit your payment as soon as possible to avoid interruption of your membership benefits.

Looking ahead, we are excited about several initiatives, including the continued review of our Policy Manual,
planning for future member events, and the return of our Young Professionals Network (YPN). Our goal is to
continue building an Association that supports every member, regardless of where you are in your real estate
career.

Thank you for your continued support, your professionalism, and your commitment to serving your clients and
our communities. We appreciate the opportunity to serve you and look forward to an exciting second half of
2026.

Collene Burgess
Chief Executive Officer
Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®
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“‘ L S FREE to Register
“‘m Sign-Up TODAY!
Register on MLS Now Website!

www.MLSNow.com | (216) 0 Each Class is Offered for
2 Hours Elective CE Credit EXCEPT

1:30pm - 3:30pm Listing Input. E
at Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®

7110 Whipple Avenue NW, Suite B, North Canton, OH 44720

June 18: Buyer Basics
Learn how to add a new contact, set search criteria for automatic emails via the Client Portal, = =
and manage prospect details—including editing criteria, tracking emails, scheduling tasks,
stopping auto emails, deleting contacts, and using reverse prospecting.

July 16: My Matrix and More

Explore the My Matrix tools, including custom headers and grids, personalized email ‘ ' -
signatures with photos and links, speedbar shortcuts, team settings, hot sheets for market
tracking, and portal notifications to monitor prospect activity.

August 20: Realist: Using Tax Data

Learn how to get more from Realist tax data, including report views, sorting, search tips, flood
and assessor maps, neighbor profiles, label downloads, finding comps (even with zero results),
setting preferences, and using mortgage calculators.

September 17: CMA

Learn how to find comps using radius or map searches and create a CMA package with
customizable reports, cover pages, and stats—saved under the contact for easy editing,
printing, or emailing anytime

October 15: Buyer Basics

Learn how to add a new contact, set search criteria for automatic emails via the Client Portal,

and manage prospect details—including editing criteria, tracking emails, scheduling tasks,
stopping auto emails, deleting contacts, and using reverse prospecting.

*Rayse: Showcasing Your Value as a REALTOR®

Rayse is the all-in-one platform that helps agents deliver the transparency and
professionalism today’s buyers and sellers expect. You've seen how it works for buyers—now
discover the new seller experience with tools like the Seller Services Presentation, Seller
Journey, and enhanced reporting. These features make it easy to demonstrate your value
from listing to closing.

>
=
<
7y
-
=
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To learn more, please allow 15 minutes after your class for a brief lesson.



In Your Shoes

ﬂif’«%%u Capo

Memorial Foundation
CONNECT - SCRVE - GROW
Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS® 4 4 4 /
Growth & Outreach Committee W P

Join the STAR Growth & Connection
Committee in support of the Sophia Capo
Memorial Foundation. Be sure to Register in
Advance with Vitalant so they can plan ahead!
Details on the STAR Website

Saturday, July 11, 2026
from 9 am - 3 pm

during the Sophie Bowl Flag Football Tournament

Hall of Fame Village

Sports Complex
LV SantanoBEhdd

‘ : y N Ry ‘!. Ly ,
QUESTIONS? Contact Maggie McAbier via email Py
or phone maggie@STAR.Realtor | 330-494-5630 ) .S TAR = R ea ’ tor
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Make A Splash o
with STAR! \\
Join the STARS Growth and Connection

Committee as we volunteer to hydrate the
runners of the Hall of Fame Half Marathon!

Sun - August 23 2026 _ it 3
6 30 am - 9 oo — HALL"FAMER N ::

Pro Football Hall of Fame HAGE SEHIES
2121 George Halas Dr NW, Canton, OH 44708 m m m m

We’'re looking to make a splash at the
Hall of Fame Half Marathon—and we
want YOUR help!

Join us in volunteering at the STAR Water Stop to keep
runners hydrated and cheering them on all the way to the
finish line!

Sign up today to volunteer and be a part of the excitement!

S

CONNECT - SCRVE - GROW

Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®
Growth & Outreach Committee

QUESTIONS? Contact Maggie McAbier via email
www.STAR.Realtor or phone maggie@STAR.Realtor | 330-494-5630
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-~
August 26, 2026
9:00 Am t012:00.PM
at the STA ,‘h &p;

DUCATION

» Ave N ’I

L

FOR STAR MEMBERS
$20 for Non-STAR Members
Credit: This course is certified for 3 hours of

State Required Civil Rights Training
credit for Ohio Licencees.

Per ODRE requirements, attendees
must be present 90% of the program.

JNTINUING E

QUESTIONS? Contact Maggie McAbier
maggie@STAR.Realtor | 330.494.5630

SIGN UP TODAY!

Canton, OH 44720"

CIVIL RIGHTS

Civil Rights: I&’sa NewiWorld /

9
¢ 7N
sday.”. e

Instructor: JACKIE CASSARA

www.STAR.Realtor
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Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®

_ A
..
OUTING e

FRI Sept 25, 2026 2%$200
(7)) Sleepy Hollow Golf Course 3" $1M
" 374 Homeworth Rd, Alliance, OH 44601 '
8:00 am Registration / Check In per NMG

9:00 am Shotgun Start
$75 SINGLE GOLFER

$300 FOURSOME

Registration Includes:
- 18 Holes at Sleepy Hollow Golf Course
« Unlimited Beverages
- All day event - Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

will be provided

Skins Available $40/Team
Mulligans $5 for Two
50/50 Raffle at Check-In

Questions? Reach Out to STAR Staff

Affiliate Sponsorships (330) 494-5630 or info@STAR.Realtor
= = ] and Dan Kozma (330) 323-9366
ava“able on our WebS|te. dkozma@pursuitlendinggroup.com

Sign up on our Website TODAY! WwW.STAR.Realtor
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July 2026 GAD Report

DeWine signs $3.7B two-year capital budget for statewide
projects: Ohio is set to see billions of dollars in new
construction and improvement projects after Gov. Mike
DeWine signed the state’s new two-year capital budget. The
plan totals $3.7 billion in investments across Ohio. It funds
upgrades to college campuses, state parks, behavioral health
hospitals, correctional facilities and housing for people with
developmental disabilities. The budget also includes money
for local parks, trails, county fairgrounds, museums and
historic sites.

Budget correction bill includes one-time property tax credit
for some elderly, disabled Ohioans: Hundreds of thousands
of elderly and disabled homeowners in Ohio who receive the
homestead tax exemption will get a credit on their January
property tax bills, under a bill that passed before lawmakers
left for summer break. It was approved overwhelmingly, but
even some of those who voted for it raised concerns about
the kind of property tax relief it provides. House Bill 479
started as a measure to allow remote supervision of
radiologists. Lawmakers added the distribution of $1.5 billion
in surplus tax revenue, through funds to cover the state's

share of $875 million in a settlement involving
nursing homes, an expanded sales tax holiday and
to 710,000 homeowners getting the homestead tax
exemption.

Stark County grants final approval for Perry Twp.
data center tax break: Stark County commissioners
approved a property tax break for a major data
center being built along Faircrest Street SW in Perry
Township. Getting the county's approval was the
final step in granting the Community Reinvestment
Area tax deal. Commissioners Richard Regula and
Bill Smith voted in support of the deal. "It's going to
bring a tremendous amount of revenue," Regula
said after the June 10 meeting. "It's really going to
benefit the local community and our local sales tax,
and it's going to put a lot of people to work."
Commissioner Alan Harold abstained from voting.
Harold said it was appropriate for him to abstain
because of legal and ethical conflicts. He declined
to elaborate.

Celebrating 60 years of

Mortgage Pre-Approval

Why do you need to secure @
martgage pre-approval?

You can get the upper hand in
making an offer.

| can help in your homebuying journey.
Ask me about pre-approved status.

NicholeCramn 7~ = N e
Mortgage Sales Team Leader - Retail E‘ k. e

NMLS# 680988 MCTVOhio.com
e:nichole.m.crawn@huntington.com

@ The Huni
Equal Housi

Loans subje INTERNET / TV / PHONE

ey.cellerafe

fiber

We go the extra smile. ‘

mailto:GAD@Star.Realtor
Office: (330) 494-5630

Contact for: Legislative Affairs, RPAC
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it’s time to be

STAR is accepting nominations for...

STAR REALTOR of the Year
STAR Affiliate of the Year

I you or someone you know is deserving

' of these Prestigious Special Awards,
Fill out our SIMPLE online Form to make
your nomination TODAY!

CONTACT: Collene Burgess (330) 494-5630
with questions today!

A;\__
STARK TRUMBULL

Y AREA REALTORS*

www.STAR.Realtor

it’s time to be

Special Awards!

Each year, STAR accepts
nominations for several Special
Awards. If you or someone you
know is deserving of one of these
Prestigious Special Awards, just
click the images (or the links
below) to fill out our SIMPLE
Online Form!

CLICK HERE to fill out the online
form for our:

o REALTOR of the Year
o Affiliate of the Year

CLICK HERE to fill out the online
form for our:

o Lifetime Achievement Award

Contact Collene with questions or
if you want to learn more!

cburgess@Star.Realtor or

(330) 494-5630

STAR is accepting nominations for...

STAR Lifetime
Achievement Award

If you or someone you know is deserving
of this Prestigious Special Award, Fill out
our SIMPLE online Form to make your
nomination TODAY!!!

CONTACT: Collene Burgess (330) 494-5630
with questions today!

STARK TRUMBULL

Y = AREA REALTORS*

www.STAR.Realtor
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TARK TRUMBULL
AREA REALTORS*

calling all
LEADERS!

It's ELECTION TIME at STAR,
and we want to hear from you!

To be considered for a position on the
STAR Board of Directors, click the link
and complete the application form.

want to know more?

Lets TALK!

Collene Burgess, STAR CEO
cburgess@STAR.Realtor
(330) 494-5630

FAIRWAY®

vZHOME

amr
7L

START SUMMER
IN A HOME YOU

LOVE.

I!% WE LL HANDLE THE MORTGCAGE. =

Y, >‘;;:,'
4 . b ¢
. -
- Chad Loughry ~ Lucy Staten Jason Kruger Valerie Volchko Chad Jones L
' NMLS# 436008 NMLS® 63943 NMLS# 830077 NMLS# 1306305 NMLS# 796540 .
N - 2
. Dave Dennison Christine Schell Jeremy Kruger Rachel Latin . Y.

NMLS# 2242306 NMLS# 293266 NMLS# 1573708 NMLS# 542872

CLICK THE IMAGE and fill out the
form to be considered for one of

the available positions on the
STAR Board of Directors!

Contact Collene with questions
or if you would like to learn more!

cburgess@Star.Realtor

or (330) 494-5630

e-mall us TODAY!

\ info@STAR.Realtor

A

\%

romewA AN
Results for: <7
561-555-1212
weaiins | FOREWARN'
Sehe Have you
signed up for
your FREE
STAR Benefit?

AFFILIATES

Your Partners in Business

Sponsored by your:
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Stronger partnerships.
Smootherc!éunf«.

Farmers proudly supports
our REALTOR® community
with flexible mortgage
options, responsive loan
officers, and dependable
local service.

Let’s close with
confidence!

mmggﬁz}ﬁigg l ® Bid

The right home beginé
with the @%@a ot et
by your side.

\/‘ N RUoff vorreace

Medina | 330.441.4467
3995 Medina Road, Suite 220, Medina, OH 44256

Stow | 234.204.0497
4015 Darrow Road, Suite B, Stow, OH 44224

Tallmadge | 234.571.2272
70 West Avenue, Tallmadge, OH 44278

W 25 ) 3y

Ruoff Mortgage Company, Inc., d/b/a Ruoff Mortgage, is an Indiana corporation. For complete licensing Information visit http://www. nmlsconsumeraccess
org/EntityDetails.aspx/COMPANY/141868. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. All loans must satlsfy company underwrifi
{ENDER guidelines. Information and interest rate are subject to change at any time and without notice. Equal Housi

McKINLEY
TITLE AGENCY. INC.
ENTABLINHED 1979

Over 45 years of experience
in providing a full range of
insurance, closing and other
residential, commercialand
developmenttitle services in
all 88 Ohio counties.

Ancerey Mawad
g Do 20N MMy Com

,"u;_ Doevas

2732 Fulton Drive NW

Canton, OH 44718 T _
(330) 497-8883 l 1
v

www.mckinley-title.com I ey

LT

Monthly Market STATS

May 2026

CLICK HERE to check out our Blog for
shareable assets and watch social media
for June STATS soon!

Mo ket UPDATE

STARK COUNTY

Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®

Single-Family & TownHome Listing
Analysis of Stark, Trumbull, &
Carroll Counties

NEW Listings

576

SOLD Listings

359
ﬁ Average SALE Price
$ 264,215
@ Average MARKET TIME
30 Da/g S |

MAY 2026

THIS INFORMATION IS SOURCED FROM MLS-NOW AND IS DEEMED ACCURATE BUT NOT GUARANTEED,
® TRUMBULL AREA REALTORS®, ALL e

ZZ..‘
== STARK TRUMBULL
> __AREA REALTORS"

www.STAR.Realtor

M ow ket UPDATE

CARROLL COUNTY

Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®
Single-Family & TownHome Listing

SELL

NEW Listings Analysis of Stark, Trumbull, &
3 5 Carroll Counties
SOLD Listings
20
Average SALE Price
$341,290

@ Average MARKET TIME
62 Days

MAY 2026

s VLS NOW AND IS
202225 STARK TRUMBULL AREA REALTORS . ALL

s
=¥ STARK TRUMBULL
pm—. __AREA REALTORS"

- www.STAR.Realtor

Mo ket UPDATE

TRUMBULL COUNTY

Stark Trumbull Area REALTORS®
Single-Family & TownHome Listing

SELL

NEW LiSti“gs Analysis of Stark, Trumbull, &
24 3 Carroll Counties
SOLD Listings
174
Average SALE Price
$205,020

@ Average MARKET TIME
50 Days

MAY 2026

115 INEORMATION IS SOURCED FROM MLS-NOW AND IS DEEMED ACCURATE GUT NOT GUARANTEED,

ZZ.-‘
== STARK TRUMBULL
—\. __AREA REALTORS"

www.STAR.Realtor
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Membership Report june 2026

New Salespersons
Marie Molek, KW Legacy Group

Briann Yoder, BHHS Professional
Harold Winnale, BHHS Stouffer
Sherwood Shoemaker, KW Legacy Group
Racquel Scott, KW Legacy Group
Marshayla Mitchell, KW Chevenic-Stow
Paige Hesse, Key Realty- Fairlawn

Lillian VonWyl, KW Legacy Group
Hadyn Bower, Kelly Warren & Associates
Mary Johnson, Glasshouse Realty
Zachary Beeman, ERA Real Solutions
Dillan Rynes, KW Legacy Group

Chad Tillapaw, Ryder Realty

Aaron Ball, eXp Realty

Justus Lee, Re/Max Edge

Jenevieve Denny, Re/Max Edge

Jared Detter, KW Legacy Group

Allison Johnson, Kelly Warren & Associates
Shaun Benning, Cutler Real Estate
David Legg, Great Move Realty
Dominic Leon, KW Legacy Group

Amy Kunes, KW Chervenic

WHY REALTO
W/;

Let’s help more buyers
win in today’s market.

St

New Office

KW Chervenic- Carrollton, Arden Lingenhoel
KW Chervenic- Kent, Arden Lingenhoel
Buckeye Professional, Jonathan Dallas

Office Transfers

Joann Clark, KW Chervenic Realty

Janice Fleming, KW Chervenic Realty
Rachel English, KW Chervenic Realty

John Ehman, KW Chervenic Realty

Sandra Doppelheuer, KW Chervenic Realty

Haley Thomas, KW Chervenic Realty
Mazie Tietze, KW Chervenic Realty
Austin Rovnak, KW Greater Metropolitan
Thomas Menches, KW Legacy Group
Sara Peters, KW Legacy Group
Kathryn Veal, McDowell Homes
Adrienne George, McDowell Homes
Laurie Flanagan, ProHelp Kelly
Melinda Muzi, Century 21 HomeStar
Ashley Ewers, KW Chervenic Realty
Todd English, KW Chervenic Realty
Kerry Leeman, Re/Max Infinity
Jessalyn Webb, XRE Realty

—Meet Your
Lending Partners

HOME WINS

The Lending Partners Behind

Ohio’s Strongest Buyer Offers

L .

RYAN CUFFLE

ORIGINATING BRANCH MANAGER
Nt 0w

Featuring:
Ryan Cuffle

Mattie Easton
ryan.cuffle@apmortgage.com

AMERICAN
PACIFIC
MORTGAGE

§

Proud to be Employee Owned

MATTIE EASTON

LOANADVISOR
a3 20088

measton@apmortgage.com

We treat every buyer like
isonthe
line—because itis.

Candice Likely, Administrative Assistant

Contact for: Membership & Dues Inquiries,
FOREWARN, Supra

Office Transfers Cont.
Madelyn Peterson, XRE Realty
Julia Collins, XRE Realty

Alan Frank, McDowell Homes
Jacob Ketler, Howard Hanna

Samuel Houk, eXp Realty
Abbey Jagger, Re/Max Trends

Transfers from Another Board
Christina Pascarella

Dropped Members

James Harouff
Jason Franklin
Nicholas Casto
Kristofer Kampmeyer
Madelyne Flanagan
Daniel Hughes
Michael Felton
Melinda Stewart
Alexandra Chiarappa
Germaine Davis
Tamika Daniels

What Realtors
Recieve

Stronger Offers That Win
Fully underwritten preapprovals
Same-day prequals

Listing agent communication

Elite Communication
ne updates

Fast responses

On-Time Closings
Early condition clearing

Coordination with title + both agents

We Handle Tough Files

« Self-employed

1099

« Credit challenges

+ Non-QM

* Investors b

« FHA/VA/USDA f‘\

2 =

S
<

Membership@Star.Realtor
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PROFESSIONALS

Group, LTD

Premier Provider of
Title and Escrow Services
in Northeast Ohio

8790 E. Market St, Ste 300 | Warren, OH 44438 Business

o ) Development

45 Manor Hill Drive, Ste 500 | Canfield, OH 44406 .
Representative

330-392-7780

www.titleprogroup.com

First Time Homebuyer Programs
& FREE Pre-Qualifications

: ) = GET INVOLVED
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NAR Chief Economist Lawrence Yun Says Home Sales Expected to

Improve in Second Half of 2026

Published June 16, 2026] NAR Newsroom

WASHINGTON (June 16, 2026) - Home sales are expected to be
modestly better in the second half of 2026, provided that inventory

and housing supply continue to expand, National Association of
REALTORS® Chief Economist Dr. Lawrence Yun said during the
Residential Economic lIssues and Trends Forum at the 2026
REALTORS® Legislative Meetings.

NAR's current forecast calls for existing-home sales to rise 4% this
year, with the median home price also climbing 4%. Mortgage rates
are projected to average 6.5% in 2026. Yun added that housing
wealth accumulation will continue in 2026, with the typical
homeowner gaining approximately $16,000 in wealth this year.

"Homeowners will continue to build wealth, while renters are simply
spinning their wheels,” Yun said.

Despite headwinds in the housing market, Yun said the U.S.
economy will avoid a recession in 2026, pointing to strong business
investment in artificial intelligence and data centers. The
unemployment rate is expected to remain under 5%, and job gains
are projected to reach 400,000 this year.

Yun also offered a long-term projection, running multiple scenarios
to estimate when the national median home price—currently
$430,000—~would reach $1 million. Each scenario pointed to
roughly the same answer: about 25 years.

To illustrate the power of long-term appreciation, Yun noted that
the national median home price was just $90,000 in 1990. Even San
Francisco, considered super expensive at the time, had a median
price of only $250,000.

Also speaking at the forum, Dr. Jessica Lautz, NAR deputy chief
economist and vice president of research, focused on who is
actually buying homes right now despite the challenging market.
Lautz said the housing market may feel like it's in gridlock, but that
is not a universal experience—distinct buyer segments are actively
purchasing, whether driven by necessity, determination or housing

equity.

"I've been traveling around the nation this year, and | am hearing a
lot from you that it's a really wonky market,” Lautz told the audience.
"You'll list a home on the market, and sometimes it'll sit for months.
And sometimes it's going to have multiple offers, and they can be
next door to each other.”

Lautz walked through a series of buyer
profiles backed by NAR research data,
identifying opportunities for REALTORS® to
recognize and reach potential clients they
may be overlooking.

"We talk
homebuyers. What about first-time sellers?"

incessantly about first-time
Lautz said, noting that 17% of younger baby
boomers who sold this year had never sold
a property before.

Lautz also addressed persistent myths
holding back potential buyers.

"

"Misinformation is out there,” Lautz said,
noting that many potential buyers still
believe they need a 20% down payment.
“The typical down payment for first-time

homebuyers was just 10% last year.”

About the
REALTORS®
The National Association of REALTORS® is
involved in all aspects of residential and
commercial real estate. The term REALTOR®
is a registered collective membership mark

National Association of

that identifies a real estate professional who
is a member of the National Association of
REALTORS®  and

strict Code of Ethics. For free consumer

subscribes  to its

guides about navigating the homebuying
and selling transaction processes—from
written buyer agreements to negotiating
compensation—visit facts.realtor.

July 2026 | PAGE 16


https://www.nar.realtor/about-nar/governing-documents/code-of-ethics
https://www.nar.realtor/the-facts
https://www.nar.realtor/newsroom/nar-chief-economist-lawrence-yun-says-home-sales-expected-to-improve-in-second-half-of-2026
https://www.nar.realtor/newsroom/nar-chief-economist-lawrence-yun-says-home-sales-expected-to-improve-in-second-half-of-2026
https://legislative.realtor/
https://legislative.realtor/

ST R
AFFILIATES

Your Partners in Business

PLATINUM Level

FIRST ‘ merDiaN FARMER
OH 1O TITLE AGENCY NATIONAL BANK

REALTITLE
@) AvERcAN RS
YARuoff McKINLEY p
» MORTGAGE ~ TITLE AGENCY, INC, HOME
GOLD Level

American Pacific Mortgage
First Federal Community Bank
Huntington Bank
MCTV

SILVER Level

Rural 1¢t
Pumphrey-Hamel Insurance Group
Loan Depot

BRONZE Level

Barry Sigler Inspections
Daisy Lane Property Management Powered By KW Legacy
Northeastern Ohio Appr. Serv.
Pillar To Post

get YOUR eKEY® NOW

from MLS Now

Supra eKEY®is one many
services included with your
MLS Now membership.

Claim your account today...

DON’T WAIT UNTIL
YOU'RE AT THE DOOR!

. Notlfy trusted contacts if
you are in an unsafe
situation with built-in
Agent Alert.

Join the One Million Real
Estate Professionals
across the U.S. & Canada
who trust the Supra System

[m] % [m]

O[5
Get Started TODAY!

July 2026 | PAGE 17



